Q&A On Why You Should Attend 
American Associations Day 2012
I am not a lobbyist.  Can I be an effective advocate at American Associations Day, or should I not attend?
ASAE will prepare all American Association Day participants for their Hill visits through interactive education programs on March 14th designed to make you comfortable both with meeting with Congressional offices and knowing the issues you will be discussing.  Each state also has a Hill visit leader that will help with your meetings.  Even if you are able to only attend on March 15th, ASAE will have a morning training session to prepare you for your visits.
I am a busy association executive.  How much time will this take me away from the office?
American Associations Day 2012 will begin at 1 PM on March 14th, and officially conclude at 2 PM on March 15th.  With a flight into DC on Wednesday morning and a flight out of DC on Thursday afternoon, you can plan on only missing two days at the office.  For those who have DC offices or conduct business in the nation’s capital, this would mean you are missing virtually no business days.

Why can’t I just write my member of Congress an e-mail about the issues?  Why do I have to attend?

While all communication with a Congressional office is good, attending a fly-in is important for two reasons:
1.  Constituent visits to a Congressional office (at home or in DC) have a greater impact on a Member than an e-mail, fax or letter because it shows greater time spent on an issue.  In addition, it allows you and your association to build a relationship with your Members of Congress.
2. The ability to network with executives from across the country is unparalleled.

How can I afford to fly to DC and stay a night when I am/my association is on a tight budget?

ASAE offers a number of travel scholarships to reimburse attendees of travel costs including flights and hotels.  Knowing how hard it is to find reasonable and convenient hotel rooms, ASAE also offers attendees a reduced rate at the headquarters hotel and easy room reservation.  
I cannot attend American Associations Day because of a schedule conflict.  How can I still benefit from the event and what ASAE has to offer?

If you personally are unable to attend, there are two ways you can still participate in the event.  The first is sending someone in your office; this is great event for anyone, regardless of their advocacy background, as long as they have an interest in advocating for association management issues.  The second is to participate in ASAE’s Virtual American Associations Day, where on March 15th ASAE will ask its grassroots members to send messages to Capitol Hill on the same issues attendees will be discussing in person.

